
The scientific community continues to 

witness exponential growth in papers, 

articles and research related to 'ecosystem 

services'.  In recent years, this concept has 

been advanced in policy circles to address 

the link between natural ecosystems and 

human welfare. In particular, a primary 

focus has been on the economic benefits 

(in addition to moral and scientific motiva-

tions) humans derive from well-

functioning ecosystems.* This has resulted 

in a matching proliferation of ecosystem 

valuation studies which are aimed - though 

not always successfully - at groups such as 

decision-makers in government or busi-

ness to basically build the case that invest-

ing in nature really does pay dividends. 

However, it must be remembered that, in 

ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ )5#.ȭÓ ,ÕÃÙ %ÍÅÒÔÏÎȟ 

ȰÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȟ ÂÕÔ Á 

ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÅÎÄȣȱ and ȰÈÁÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ 

unless it translates into changes in real-

×ÏÒÌÄ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȱȢ To test this 

concern, a 2007 RSPB-funded study investi-

gated whether related  scientific papers 

indeed tell the whole story. Authors were 

surveyed to find the extent to which 

ecosystem valuation studies included 

policy aspects in the design, motivation, 

funding and findings of the research 

undertaken. More importantly, the survey 

aimed to elicit if results were able to 

influence a policy or management deci-

sion. Finally, it was asked if any form of 

post-study evaluation was carried out. * 

Despite the low response rate from au-

thors contacted (41%), the results were 

telling ɀ if not predictable. Several respon-

dents were frank about the lack of policy 

relevance of their work and a number of 

others admitted that an ecosystem ser-

vices argument or valuation was only a 

small input into the decision-making proc-

ess. On the other hand, some felt that their 

valuation work was key to influencing 

federal policy design, such as in the case of 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 7ÁÔÅÒȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ 

sense, many authors felt that their results 

informed or enlightened the policy debate 

ÁÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÂÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ȬÂÕÉÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȭȟ 

raising awareness and, critically, getting 

people to start talking the same language.  

Finally, some respondents offered more 

humbling responses: Ȱȣ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÕÎ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ 

(corrupt) government, no argument makes 

ÓÅÎÓÅȱȠ Ȱmost resource valuation studies 

are presented in a manner that is meaning-

less to local  stakeholders and thus do not 

ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔȱȠ and finally 

ȰPeople commissioning such studies should 

consider in advance how they will use the 

results, particularly if the results are not 

×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒȢȱ  

So what is the solution? A number of 

authors gave recommendations such as: 

explaining values / results in a context that 

ÉÓ Ȱmeaningful to local decision-makers in a 

non-threatening manner [such that] they 

will act on this informationȢȱ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÔ 

seems that  determined and extended 

cooperation is needed between scientists 

and policy agents or managers which, in 

addition to post-assessment review, rarely 

happens given that this is often perceived 

to go beyond the scope of the study/funds. 

!Ó ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÓȟ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÆÕÌÌÙ 

answer our initial question: is the right 

audience watching? Such a thing is very 

difficult to measure and can usually only be 

answered on a case-by-case basis. But 

what we do know is that decision-makers  

are usually most influenced by the weight 

of public opinion. And, to date, the general 

ÐÕÂÌÉÃȭÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ 

services & what it implies remains almost 

non-ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÔȢ %ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȭÓ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ 

ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÈÁÓ 

been trying to address that. What started 

as a form of outreach inspired by the 

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has 

now become a fascinating exercise in 

ÅÌÉÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ 

as well as their understanding of what 

ecosystem services might mean to us as 

society. The ongoing results continue to 

intrigueɂand will be presented in forth-

coming issues, on eyes4earth.org as well 

ÁÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7## ÉÎ "ÁÒÃÅÌÏÎÁ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ȬΡΪȢ 

Great Fish River Reserve (SA):  Wagenin-

ÇÅÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ 3ÏÉÌ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ *ÁÎȤ

neke  Spekreijse invested her MSc thesis 

fieldwork in trying to unearth the extent to 

which soil properties are linked to vegeta-

tion type. And why do this? The rationale is 

that if we can better understand which 

thicket (plant and tree) species grow best 

in certain soil types then we should be able 

ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ȬÏÐÔÉÍÁÌȭ ÁÎÄ 

ȬÌÉÍÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓȭȢ !ÎÄ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ 

Subtropical Thicket Restoration Pro-

gramme (STRP) in devising more effective 

strategies when re-planting key species 

such as spekboom (Portulacaria afraɂP. 

Afra). In between keeping a watchful eye 

out for black rhino, Janneke took soil 

samples  over many sites throughout the 

Reserve. Her preliminary results indicate 

that spekboom was not present in sandy 

soils in the area. It was, however, growing 

well in soils with macro-nutrients Ca, K and 

Mg and trace elements  Fe, B, Zn, Co, Mn 

and Se. It is known that  spekboom pro-

motes the storage of high amounts of soil 

carbon. Interestingly, the highest organic 

carbon content in soils sampled was found 

where there was a high density of all 

species (and not just spekboom as may 

have been expected).  The highest carbon 

storage, macronutrients, density & species 

composition was found in tall euphorbia 

thicket. Naturally, there are numerous 

other factors which could be at play here. 

Some of these include soil organisms, the 

ÅØÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ȬÄÅÇÒÁÄÁÔÉÏÎȭ ȟ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅȟ  

geology and rainfall. However, this re-

search provides a valuable contribution in 

adding another piece to the P.Afra puzzle. 

EarthCollective                                                   Positive ideas. Happening. 

23rd September, 2008 

Issue 3, 3rd Quarter 

Living Country, Living 

Knowledge@Garma Festival 

2 

Getting a handle on those 

Ȭ×ÏÏÌÙȭ ÓÏÃÉÏ-cultural values 

2 

9 questions in 99 seconds 

 with Gloria De Paoli 

2 

The Baviaanskloof :     

Not a place to waste 

3 

Revealing Research:  

Ways we work with water 

3 

Blueprints: 

A vision for Kouga Dam 

3 

News in a Nutshell   

Agenda & Activities 

4 

Inside this issue:Inside this issue:  

Seasonal SupplementSeasonal SupplementSeasonal Supplement   

* From Fisher et al., in press. Accepted by Ecological Applications. The researcher gratefully acknowledges funding provided by the RSPB (UK) & support by FSD.   

Is he reflecting upon 

ecosystem services? 

Maybe... but unlikely. 

   

Ecosystem Services Show: Is the right audience watching?Ecosystem Services Show: Is the right audience watching?Ecosystem Services Show: Is the right audience watching?   

Is it down to earth? : Soil, vegetation and restorationIs it down to earth? : Soil, vegetation and restorationIs it down to earth? : Soil, vegetation and restoration   

Janneke unearthing some new data on soil types 

and their correlation to thicket vegetation type. 

TheTheThe 



Nhulunbuy (AU): 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 'ÁÒÍÁ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ 

-  ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ 

Indigenous cultural exchange eventɂwas 

hosted around the topic of Indigenous 

Knowledge  - Caring for Culture & Country.  

Ȭ'ÁÒÍÁȭ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ !ÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ 9ÏÌÎÇÕ 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ȬÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 

ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȭȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ 'ÁÒÍÁȟ $ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕ 

Aboriginal Corporation worked together 

with various organizations to show visitors 

how Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

(TEK) is a central part of the worldview of 

Yolngu people of Northeast Arnhem Land. 

The Cultural Values & Nature Initiative 

assisted with the coordination of the 

ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÁÉÍÅÄ ÁÔ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ $ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕȭÓ 

work on Traditional Ecological Knowledge. 

Dr. Valerie Boll is currently coordinating 

the TEK project. Valerie is a French anthro-

pologist known in the region for her work  

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ Ȭ'ÁÒËÍÁÎȭ 

ÏÒ ȬÆÒÏÇÓȭ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȢ (ÅÒ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ×ÏÒËȟ  

supported by The Christensen Fund, is 

motivating her to look at broader perspec-

ÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 4%+ȟ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÏÆ 

tremendous importance to keep tradi-

tional knowledge alive. We should not only 

record TEK but also look at its applicability 

ÉÎ )ÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ 2ÁÎÇÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȱȢ 

The display at Garma Festival consisted of 

contributions from three Indigenous 

Ranger Groups: Dhimurru, Yirralka and 

Marthakal as well the local school, the 

local indigenous Healing Place and the 

Batchelor Institute.  The latter facilitated in  

the building of the display shelter as part 

of the rangers training curriculum. Bringing 

these groups practical and intellectual 

contributions, together  brought out the 

importance of TEK in the areas of country 

(conservation), education and health. 

According to CVNI Coordinator Bas Ver-

ÓÃÈÕÕÒÅÎȟ ȰËÅÅÐÉÎÇ 4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ 

alive has implications for present day 

institutions and current policies... The 

biggest challenge is to recognize the 

holistic character of TEK and the opportu-

nities for current initiatives to work to-

gether and keep culture strong for the 

ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÏÆ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ Ǫ ÂÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȢȱ 

Further information about the Garma 

Festival (held during August 2008) includ-

ing the outcomes of the Forum Lectures 

on TEK can be found at the Garma website.   

Click here for information about CVNI and 

$ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ȬÂÏÔÈ ×ÁÙÓȭȢ 

Note: The Dhimurru Rangers will be giving 

presentations and performing traditional 

ceremony at the IUCN-WCC in Barcelona. 

Fitness? Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ×ÅÁË ÐÏÉÎÔȦȱ 

Fears? Ȱ-ÁÎÙ ÆÅÁÒÓɂ )ȭÍ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔȟ 

trying to fight it. I have a fear of being free 

ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ) ×ÁÎÔȦȱ 

Future? Ȱ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ) ÈÁÄ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÂÕÔ ÁÍ ÎÏ× 

ÒÅÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÏ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅȢ ȢȢȱ 

Fieldwork? Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÎÅÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÒÉÏÓÉÔÙȢ )ȭÍ 

looking at the economics of water system 

restoration in the Baviaanskloof . It is 

difficult because it is a sensitive issue. But 

)ȭÍ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ ÔÏÐÉÃȢȱ 

Food?  Ȱ!ÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ Ó×ÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ ɍÁÌÓÏɎ ÐÉÚÚÁ 

ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌȦȱ ɍÌÁÕÇÈÓɎ 

Family? ȰΤ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ Σ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ Σ ÃÁÔȱ  

Free-time? Ȱ)Ô ÄÅÐÅÎÄÓȡ !Ô +ÏÕÇÁ $ÁÍȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ 

ÃÏÏËÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÊÁÍȣ %ÌÓÅȤ

×ÈÅÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȟ ÍÏÖÉÅÓȟ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÅÔÃȱ 

Favourites? Ȱ!ÎÙ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ) 

ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÙÅÔȦ &ÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅ 

ÁÎÄ ɍÒÅÁÄÉÎÇɎ ÂÏÏËÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢȱ 

Facebook? Ȱ9ÅÓȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏÏ 

ÁÄÄÉÃÔÅÄ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔȢ )ÔȭÓ 6ÉÃËÉȭÓ ÆÁÕÌÔȦȱ 

"We don't always need money; we 

need people. We must believe: we have 

a goal and it will come"   - Local farmer 

sharing his vision for the Baviaanskloof 

"We are the ones we're waiting for"       

- Hopi Elders (Suzuki & Knudston, 1992) 

"No traffic jams are on the extra mile" 

Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÌÅÓÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ what you do;            

more important is how you do itȱ 

Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȱ -Emerson 
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9 Questions in 99 seconds with:                                 

Gloria De Paoli (Italian MSc student, Wageningen UR) 

Gloria: Researching as part of the 

$ÕÔÃÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȭÓ 7ÁÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ &ÏÏÄ Ǫ 

Ecosystems in partnership with 

WUR-LEI, Alterra & PRESENCE 

For both farmers and communities, it was 

found that there exists considerable 

ÁÔÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȭ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȢ 

For the  white farmers, there is a strong 

sense of place and community having lived 

there most of their life . There is apprecia-

tion  for the beauty of the area & a love for 

walking the land with livestock A similar 

sense of attachment exists for the col-

oured communities  who have lived  there 

with friends & family their entire life. In 

particular, Baviaanskloof is valued for 

being safe, quiet and providing clean air, 

water & access to culturally valued plants. 

Restoration may have various implications: 

1. Changes in land-use rights;                                 

2. Changes in land-use activities; and           

3. Changes in land-use state (a process 

ÆÒÏÍ ȬÄÅÎÕÄÅÄȭ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ȬÒÅÓÔÏÒÅÄȭ ÌÁÎÄɊȢ 

The above could potentially mean a loss of 

freedom for land-owners to exercise over 

their properties (e.g. grazing restrictions). 

However, if properly managed, potential 

social benefits include: job creation (e.g. 

Working for Water); tourism spin-offs; a 

ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ ȬÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȭ ÅÔÈÉÃȠ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÉÅÒ 

environment, improved basis for social 

reconciliation and opportunities for related 

nature education (e.g. skills, training). 

Email info@earthcollective.net for more... 

Baviaanskloof (SA): Kim Janssen (MSc 

student, Wageningen UR) recently pre-

sented her thesis as part of research 

completed within the PRESENCE network. 

The objective of her thesis  was to perform 

a socio-cultural valuation assessment on 

ecosystem services of subtropical thicket 

in the Baviaanskloof & to analyze possible 

impacts of restoration on  assessed values. 

Kim carried out the valuation based on 

indicators of ecosystem services and 

ȬÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ×ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇȭȠ Á ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ 

assessment & a rapid participatory rural 

appraisal. She focused on two types of 

ÖÁÌÕÅÓȡ ȬÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭȢ 

Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÊÏÂ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ 

the opportunity to work in nature. 

I think it helps us to appreciate 

ÍÏÒÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒȱ 

- Working for Woodlands employee 

speaking with Kim Janssen 

Ȱ3ÅÅÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ 

will enable us to identify priority 

ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ×ÁÙ ȱ 

- cited by EarthCollective (eds), 2008 
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