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If you are involved with conservation
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practice or policy, you would have noticed
the mornentuni  building around
"Payments for Ecosystem Services"(PES)*.
Collectively, PES and related terms refer to
the emerging mechanism whereby
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the 'suppliers' of ecosystem services*) are
rewarded for their good land management
practices by those who benefit from the
provision of those ecosystem services.
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In many cases, it assumes an ‘upstream/
downstream' scenario where, for example,
those who benefit from increased or
cleaner water supply downstream ‘pay' or
provide an incentive to land owners up-
stream to manage in a way which secures
these benefits. The compensation may
result in a contract where land owners
upstream use the ‘payments’ to rehabili-
tate areas of land or conserve remaining
forested areas. The concept is seen as a
promising way to finance conservation by
capturing a portion of the benefits
(positive externalities) generated from the
use of natural resources and reinvested in
those who can help ensure these ecosys-
tem benefits (‘natural capital’) are con-
served sustainably into the future.

Introducing:
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News in a Nutshell

Agenda & Activities

Despite its broad acceptance, the term
'PES' has invariably been challenged in
different parts of the world. Whilst the
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raised questions about 1. the jargon used;

A Yolngu elder manages his
Land traditionally with Fire

2. its applicability to noAVestern cultures;
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example, land tenure and security may be
far more valued than a cash payment.

It is worth reviewing the relevance and
labeling of PES across diverse cultural and
social contexts. In order to build trust and |
acceptance across different belief systems,
we must find ways in which the Western
view of nature (at least in terms of com-
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can be harmonized with more holistic
views found in alternate belief systems.

In the search for innovative ways to com-
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pected merging of ancient crosgultural
wisdom and social marketing strategies
may serve as an unlikely aid for stimulating
pro-environment behaviour. In this sense,
we introduce the terms'Elemental Equity
and 'Elemental Earnings' to encompass
these shared perception of nature.

We define Elemental Earnings as: the
compensation for services rendered as a
steward or guardian of nature. Similarly,
Elemental Equity is used to denote the
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traditions. Earth, Water, Wind & Fire are

Positive ideas. Happ

A timely headline in the SA Sunday Times

central and symbolic to many ancient and
contemporary civilizations and cultures.

Thgse glements are per_celved t_o e).<|st n%T Aoz
in isolation but always in combination, in
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seen to dominate.
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In applying PES in practice , we indeed see
cases where one element dominates (e.g.
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but where other benefits (Water, biodiver-
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concept of Elemental Equity therefore
aids our understanding when promoting
the multiple benefits of PES schemes.

Can marketing and ancient wisdom b:e_l_ o
combined to deliver a more acceptabIeA I
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suggest that concepts like Elemental
Equity can better facilitate a holistic under-
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warding environmental stewardship.

-M Zylstra & L Scholten
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*PES is variously known as: Payments/ Compensation & Rewards for Environmental /Watershed Services; (PES / CRES /Neati&t-Based Instruments (MBIs)
whereby 'ecosystem services' are the benefits (goods & services) we obtain from nature, e.g. food, clean water, erosion chmécreation, medicines, inspiration...
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Great Fish River Reserve (SAAfter long
hot days under the African sun, the current
Vegetation Monitoring Programme (VMP)

March 2008, EarthCollective members and
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student Janneke Spekreijse exchanged
their office seat for the thicket niche in the

Great Fish River Reserve (GFRR), Eastern
Cape, South Africa. The aim of the VMP

was to monitor the impact of (re
Buyisile Mkulunga (Leon) helps Coen Boogerd P (re)

identify some of the native GFRR thicket species. introduced fa_nlmals species on the botani-
cal composition, structure and cover of the

thorny thicket vegetation in the 45 000 ha
Reserve and which serves as a baseline for
future monitoring. As part of her MSc
thesis research, Janneke religiously took
soil samples at every site in her attempt to
relate soil characteristics with the type of
vegetation occurring in the area. Now,
after eight months and investigating 80
sites, the baseline for the project is com-
plete. Data has been analysed, an informa-
tion spreadsheet for managers compiled, a
vegetation map composed and all results
presented in person to the staff of GFRR.
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patience of the field rangers, were we

finally able to recognize most species
ourselves." recalls Dieter Van den Broeck.

The VMP team were also invited to give a

practical field training course to a group of

visiting U.S.A students. Gemformation
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came as a pleasant break. But we also
realised a lot of hands were suddenly
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The VMP was a joint effort with Eastern

Cape Parks and the University of Fort Hare.
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A sign informing visitors they are
entering a Site of Significance for
the Yolngu people of northeast
Arnhem Land, Australia.
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ideas and alternatives for land

management and are willing to
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-Emmanuelle Noirtin
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Sacred Landscapes, Contesting Worldviews
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discussion which ranged from the emo-
tional to the rational in terms of argu-

ments for basic human and indigenous
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nature; constructs of the imagination
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(Simon Schama 1995)

Bas Verschuuren highlighted how holy
places or sacred natural sites can be seen
as a manifestation of cultural spiritual
values in nature and the landscape. These
places are often havens for biodiversity, a
social and spiritual mechanism which
conserves nature in and outside of national
parks. However, across the world, there
are examples of where these places of rich
cultural value are increasingly threatened.

Wageningen (NL):People give meaning to
the nature and landscapes around them. In
most cultural traditions, this consideration
of nature has given birth to an ethic where
nature is seen as sacredbne of spiritual
well-being and creation.

point raised was contesting worldviews
and the tradeoffs between rights or
responsibility-based approaches in conser-
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The evening
was a result of
The evening centred around the screening ™~ collaboration
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Initiative (CVNI) hosted an evening at
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discussion about sacred landscapes and

X X shows how passionate North American Generale,
their role in contemporary management Indians try to protect their holy places and ~ Movie W and
and policy. The upcoming presentation of landscapes against the spiralling demand  the Sacred
the IUCN UNESCO Guidelines for the for resources such as timber, metal, water, Land Film
Management of Sacred Natural sites at the recreational activities, newage ceremo- Project.

IUCN World Conservation Congress in
Barcelona this year were also discussed.

nies and luxurious houses. .
Photo: In the Light of Reverence

Defining PRESENGE 1 results frorn the EASTCARE pilot prograrrme

that residents derive from their natural
environment: food production, medicinal

Ignacio de la Flor- MSc student and
colleague of Emmanuelle also presented
his findings in June. Ignacio assessed the
economic value, use levels and depend»

ATAA 11 OEEAE

Baviaanskloof (SA): Emmanuelle Noirtin

(MSc student, Wageningen UR) recently
presented her thesis as part of research resources, water supply, carbon sequestra-
complete within the PRESLCINCE platiorm. tion, habitat (i.e. biodiversity protection)

She worked on the EASTCARE pilot project and recreation and tourism.
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resources for livelihood security

of local communities is often

undervalued in decision AEE 1
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-Ignacio de la Flor

Haider:Undertakingresearch

within the PRESENCE programme

in the western Baviaanskloof (Ecosystem
Appreach for Subtropical Thicket Conser-
vation And Restoration, Eastern Cape). The
main objective of her thesis was to evalu-
ate the involvement of stakeholders in

land restoration in relation to the threat-

ened thicket ecosystem . She identified six
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most meaningful and relevant benefits

Emmanuelle also investigated the willing-
ness of land owners and communities to
rehabilitate their land through the Sub-
tropical Thicket Restoration Programme
(STRP). She found that STRP is generally
welcomed by residents even if doubts
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implementation. Success will rest on open
communication that builds trust.

9 Questions in 99 seconds

with Haider Ali Javed\/lSc student, Wageningen UR)
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Fieldwork? O)
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needed in order to implement a payments
for water services (PES) scheme in the

AAT & &avigagskigof and Gamtoos catchments in
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parks a%enues Thi researm has helped in
Ahan(:lng my own understandlng of
nature besides providing opportunities to
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western Baviaanskloof.  Specifically, he
focused on the market value of selected
resources to local livelihoods. Knowing
these values helps us better understand
the extent to which benefits of restoration
may exceed that from current land uses.
Ignacio found that market valuation alone
underestimates the real value of the local
dependency on ecosystem services.

Quotes.ne Quarter

When elephants fight it is the grass
that suffers
- African proverb

Harmony with land is like harmony with
a friend; you cannot cherish his right
hand and chop off his left

-Aldo LeopoldE ic

An oak tree is a nut who refused to quit

Ideas have shelf life; you must act on
them before the expiration date
-John L. Mason



