
The Baviaanskloof is a considered special 

place for tourists to visit and experience 

the unspoilt wilderness, peace and quiet 

culture, wildlife, rock formations and 

generous hospitality of the local residents. 

Although the region remains  somewhat of 

ÁÎ ȬÕÎÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄȭ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÉÓ Á 

growing business and offers significant 

potential in multiple areas. Due to increas-

ing production (price to market) costs, 

degradation of natural resources and 

increasing competition, farming is becom-

ing less viable and offering less security as 

sole livelihood support. Tourism poten-

tially provides resident farmers with an 

important additional income source by 

accommodating visitors and offering 

access to natural areas on their farm 

estates. Landowners see a future in tour-

ism development and plans from the 

municipality and the Eastern Cape Parks 

Board also underline the prominent role 

tourism can play in sustaining the future of 

the area in terms of meeting socio-cultural, 

economic and ecological (conservation) 

objectives. 

As part of PRESENCE efforts to help main-

stream the Subtropical Thicket Restoration 

Programme and related Working for 

Woodlands programme, the question has 

been raised as to how tourism can contrib-

ute to restoration and support sustainable 

deve l op me n t  i n  t he  wes te r n 

Baviaanskloof. Three months of field 

research in the area during late 2008 

helped generate an understanding of: 

×ÈÁÔ ȬÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓȭ ÃÏÍÐÒÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ 

tourism experience/product; which issues 

need to be resolved; and what local per-

spectives exist on (how to) further de-

velop(ing) tourism development in the 

western Baviaanskloof. As a result of these 

insights, we designed a concept for a 

voluntary tourism programme called 

Ȭ2ÅÓÔÏÕÒÅÓȭ ɉÏÒ ȬÒÅÓÔÏÕÒÉÓÍȭɊ ɉRestoration 

through Tourism through Restoration).  

This is a creative concept built on a multi-

dimensional approach to sustainability. 

The aim of this initiative is to incorporate 

tourism in restoration programmes in such 

a way that it directly contributes to land-

scape restoration efforts, encourages 

sustainable tourism development, creates 

opportunities for local communities and 

increases overall environmental aware-

ness. This practically translates into an 

activity were visiting tourists can actively 

contribute to restoration by planting 

subtropical thicket species ɀ or even more 

charismatic endemic species such as the 

Willowmore cedar. This activity helps to 

finance restoration efforts at a local (farm) 

scale as well providing both tourists and 

landowners a unique opportunity to learn 

about the remarkable ecosystems of the 

Baviaanskloof including cultural history 

and traditional use of plants. Finally, the 

planting activities can be facilitated by 

community teams trained through the 

Working for Woodlands programme thus 

providing local employment opportunities. 

Restoures has the potential to respond to 

increasing global demand for tourism 

products that will have a both positive 

effect on communities and the environ-

ment (source: World Tourism Organisa-

tion). In addition, initial research results 

suggest that contemporary tourists to the 

Baviaanskloof are very interested in the 

diverse characteristics of the area, with an 

eager desire to become more involved in 

activities which can contribute to environ-

mental conservation and restoration. This 

indicates that the Baviaanskloof has the 

ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ȬÁ ÄÒÉÖÅ 

ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȭ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȠ ÉÔ ÂÅ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ 

visitors can really experience, learn and 

interact with nature and local residents on 

various levels. The opportunities of a 

voluntary tourism restoration programme 

may be clear. The next step is to overcome 

potential challenges, galvanise local sup-

port and make things actually happen. 

Though as PRESENCE has already proven, 

with a positive mindset, enthusiasm, 

cooperation, knowledge and creativity, a 

lot can be created for the sake of humans 

and the environment. 

- Text: Wietske 

Fousert, MSc 

student with 

Wageningen 

University  & 

completing  her 

internship and 

thesis research 

with PRESENCE. 

Somewhat overdue yet as the saying goes 

ȰÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÌÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÎÅÖÅÒȱȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ 

to finally be able to announce the launch 

of the PRESENCE Online Portal.   

The portal aims to support PRESENCE as a 

mutli-stakeholder network that can 

effectively communicate and disseminate 

information related to ongoing research, 

activities, students and opportunities. It 

also aims to create a space where anyone 

can connect and ask questions, share 

experiences or make  contributions that 

guide the restoration of living landscapes. 

The portal will be online from the week of 

30th March 2009.  Whilst the last few 

weeks have been spent in testing the 

interface and becoming familiar with the 

platform ourselves, it is inevitable that 

ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ȬÔÅÅÔÈÉÎÇȭ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȢ 3Ï 

we ask for your patience and cooperation 

during this time and trust you will be able 

to provide worthwhile feedback in order 

for it to be a site of real value to users.  

It should be stressed that this online portal 

can be utilised as a resource for eveyone 

involved or interested in socio-ecological 

restoration (with a focus on South Africa). 

The online portal aims to present 

information which is relevant to a wide-

range of users.  In this sense, we hope to 

ÃÕÓÔÏÍÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ 

access and receive according to their 

i n te res ts /background ( resea rch , 

implementation, land owner, community). 

Should you have any related projects, 

activities, events, news, announcements, 

resources or opportunities related to the 

02%3%.#% ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓȭȟ ÔÈÅÎ 

please contact coordinator Dieter Van den 

Broeck at (broeck@earthcollective.net).  

EarthCollective                                                   Positive ideas. Happening. 

21st March, 2009 

Issue 5, 1st Quarter 

Ȱ4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȱ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ 

the benefits of nature 

2 

PRESENCE in the Baviaanskloof: 

Field trips and internships 

2 

9 questions in 99 seconds 

 with Jose David Diaz 

2 

Greening in Grahamstown: 

Climate-Culture & SAARMSTE 

3 

Revealing Research: Snakes alive 

& other animal encounters 

3 

4ÈÅ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȡ ȬÆÒÏÍ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 

ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÂÉÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÇÒÏ×ȣȭ 

3 

News in a Nutshell   

Agenda & Activities 

4 

Inside this issue:Inside this issue:  

Seasonal SupplementSeasonal SupplementSeasonal Supplement   

* PRESENCE: Participatory Restoration of Ecosystem SErvices & Natural Capital, Eastern Cape (SA). PRESENCE is a collaborative & multi-stakeholder  network aimed 

ÁÔ ÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȬÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅÓȭ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ   02%3%.#% ÉÓ  ÁÎ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ %ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȠ  ÔÈÅ 3! ,iving Lands agency acts as official secretariat. 

(ÅÌÐÉÎÇ (ÁÎÄÓȟ (ÅÁÌÉÎÇ ,ÁÎÄÓȢȢȢÏÎ Ȭ(ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȭ(ÅÌÐÉÎÇ (ÁÎÄÓȟ (ÅÁÌÉÎÇ ,ÁÎÄÓȢȢȢÏÎ Ȭ(ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȭ(ÅÌÐÉÎÇ (ÁÎÄÓȟ (ÅÁÌÉÎÇ ,ÁÎÄÓȢȢȢÏÎ Ȭ(ÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȭ   

)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ Ȭ2ÅÓÔÏÕÒÅÓȭ ȡ ,ÉÎËÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ Ȭ2ÅÓÔÏÕÒÅÓȭ ȡ ,ÉÎËÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ Ȭ2ÅÓÔÏÕÒÅÓȭ ȡ ,ÉÎËÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ---based tourism, ecological restoration & cultural experience based tourism, ecological restoration & cultural experience based tourism, ecological restoration & cultural experience    

True sustainable tourism needs to skillfully 

interlink socio-cultural, economic & ecological 

aspects. It should also seek to educate through 

raising awareness and (re)shaping attitudes. 

A preview of the user interface for the 

PRESENCE online portal with space for 

Discussions, News, Activities & Agenda 

Photo: Sunset, Cape St. Francis, 31st December 2008 
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Thanks to Thomas Hassing & Arjen Oosterkamp for valuable PRESENCE Online Portal design assistance  



Coolart Wetlands (Aust.): EarthCollective's 
eyes4earth ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÓËÅÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȱ  ÁÍÉÄÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃ ÆÅÅÌ ÇÏÏÄ 
groove of the Thin Green Line Festival.  
Given the recent natural disasters in Aus-
tralia, the day was a sensitive reminder of 
our need to urgently act with greater love 
and respect for the earth but also to 
support all those who act as stewards for 
the environment (e.g. conservation/park 
rangers) as well as those who are some-
times tragically on the receiving end of 
ÎÁÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÓȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȟ 
festival-goers and performing artists were 
approached and asked three questions:  
ΣȢ  Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ 
ΤȢ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ 
Ȭ%ÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭȩȱ  ÁÎÄ  
ΥȢ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ 
 
 Some inspiration results were recorded 
and these have been posted on the 
eyes4earth blog. During the event,  
eyes4earth got to chat to some of the 
performing artists / musicians including:  

Shane Howard (ex Goana), Banula Marika 
(ex Yothu Yindi), Neil Murray, Archie 
Roach and Xavier Rudd. This adds to a 
ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ȬÉÃÏÎÓȭ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Satish 
Kumar, Peter Garret MP and Masoumeh 
Ebtekar - all of who have responded to 
Ȭ4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȭ during the past year.  
 
ÅÙÅÓΦÅÁÒÔÈ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÄ Ȭ4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȭ ÉÎ 
2006 as an initiative to support outreach of 
the influential Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment (MA 2005). This highlighted 
the importance of ȬÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭ in 
supporting our human well-being. Whilst 
large-scale economic studies of ecosystem 
services and biodiversity have the poten-
tial to shift public perception and bring 
about changes in regulatory frameworks, it 
is just as important to evaluate the extent 
to which culture defines how the issues 
are interpreted, and identify what needs to 
change at a societal level to fully recognise 
the value of ecosystem services. And, 
critically, to determine what actually leads 
to changes in awareness and behaviour. 

eyes4earth research to date suggests that 
ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȭÓ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÒȤ
standing of the ecosystem services con-
cept remains almost non-existent. Does 
this actually matter? It is debateable. But, if 
so, what role can ecosystem services and 
perceptions of nature play in facilitating 
effective public education and awareness 
ÁÔ Á ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÓÃÁÌÅȩ   4ÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ 
ÄÉÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ ÈÁÓ ÁÔȤ
tempted to answer these questions and 
realise integrated aims of: research, com-
ÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ Ǫ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ȬÐÌÁÉÎ-ÓÐÅÁËȭȢ 
Ȱ4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȱ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ× ÅÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á 
social marketing initiative and between  
2006 - 2008 has been endorsed by Wagen-
ingen University, Canon Australia and was 
awarded Top 7 poster at the IUCN-WCC.  
 
We can learn much from current societal 
understanding of nature/ecosystem ser-
vices. This can aid the design of education 
strategies which attempt to bridge the 
divide between scientific knowledge and 
public understanding.  But time is ticking...  

Fitness?  Ȱ)Ô ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ɍÌÁÕÇÈÓɎȢ ) ÌÉËÅ 

ÔÏ Ó×ÉÍȟ ÐÌÁÙ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌȟ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÇÙÍ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅȱ 

Facebook? Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔȩ ɍÌÁÕÇÈÓɎ *ÕÓÔ 

kidding. I use it to get in touch with family 

& friendsɂgood way of communicating.ȱ 

Future? Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÏÎÅȢ 

!Èȟ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÄ ÌÁÎÄÓ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȱ 

 Fieldwork? Ȱ.ÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÂÕÔ ×ÉÌÌ 

research re-vegetation with indigenous 

species in previously cleared land with 

[invasive] black wattle. I will work in the 

ÎÕÒÓÅÒÙ ɍ+ÏÕÇÁ $ÁÍɎ ÁÎÄ ÁÔ 4ÅÒÒÁ0ÉȢ ȱ  

Family? Ȱ,ÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË 

ÈÏÍÅȢ &ÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ) ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÏËȢȱ 

Food? Ȱ!ÌÌ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄȢ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÉËÅ 

ÎÅ× ÆÌÁÖÏÕÒÓ ɍ×ÈÉÌÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇɎ ÈÅÒÅȱ 

Free-time? Ȱ7ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÁÍȟ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

birds. And back home it is playing football 

ÁÎÄ ÂÁÓËÅÔÂÁÌÌȢȱ 

Favourites? Ȱ4ÏÏÌ ɉÒÏÃË ÂÁÎÄɊȟ 2ÅÁÌ -ÁÄÒÉÄ 

ɉÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ÔÅÁÍɊȟ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÉÎÇȢȱ 

Fears? Ȱ#ÏÍÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ 

ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅÓ ÔÈÅÒÅȢȱ 

Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÌÅÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ 

ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ         -  Mark Twain  

Ȱ7Å ÓÅÅÍ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÂÁÃË ÏÎ 

individual ethics as the basis of conservation 

policy. It is hard to make a man, by pressure of 

law or money, do a thing which does not 

spring naturally from his own personal sense 

ÏÆ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÏÎÇȢȱ              -  Aldo Leopold 

Ȱ.ÏÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȟ 

ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÁÃÅÄȢȱ   

- James Baldwin 

Ȱ!Ó ÙÏÕ ÃÌÉÍÂ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȟ ÃÈÅÃË  ÔÏ 

ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÌÌȢȱ 

9 Questions in 99 seconds with: Jose David Diaz  

(Guatemalan MSc student, Universidad de Alcala De Henares (Spain) ) 

Jose: Researching revegetation with native / 

indigenous species in cleared areas previously  

infested with black wattle.   Will be based at 

Kouga Dam & TerraPi (Kouga catchment). 

the floodplain works and its relationship 

×ÉÔÈ ȬÍÉÃÒÏ-ÃÁÔÃÈÍÅÎÔÓȭ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÅÅÄ ÏÕÔ 

onto the floodplain.  Students  established 

the nature of land-use in the catchment 

and on the floodplain and considered the 

impacts of these on floodplain processes, 

including altered hydrological functioning 

as well as erosion and sedimentation. 

Some students came up with appropriate 

steps that might be taken to mitigate 

impacts that have already occurred and 

made recommendations to individual 

landowners. At the end of the fieldtrip, 

there was a feedback workshop for local 

farmers where results were well received. 

Several Rhodes University Honours stu-

dents will continue work on the program.  

During the last quarter, four Wageningen 

University  students have completed their 

internships within the PRESENCE network: 

Gloria De Paoli:  River system restoration  

for sustainable land & water management. 

A preliminary assessment of Payment for 

Watershed Services in the Baviaanskloof. 

Lucie Chuchmakova: Feasibility study and  

project plan for an Environmental Educa-

tion Centre in the western Baviaanskloof. 

Marian Vittek: Assessment of vegetation 

degradation status using phenological 

parameters from remote sensing  data.  

Wietske Fousert: Feasibility study for 

Restoures: linking tourism  & restoration ɂ

see Page 1 article for more information. 

A field trip was organized in the western 

Baviaanskloof for students doing Honours 

Degrees in Environmental Science and 

Geography (Environmental Water Manage-

ment) Departments at Rhodes University. 

The excursion was led by Professors Fred 

Ellery and Kate Rowntree to support  

PRESENCE in the Baviaanskloof: A strategy 

for integrated catchment restoration. The 

purpose of the field trip was to give the 

South African students a sense of the 

structure and functioning of the 

Baviaanskloof fluvial system and its links 

with elements of the catchment such as  

land-use activities on the floodplains. As 

part of the excursion,  the students de-

signed a broad conceptual model of how 

 

ȰIt is great to see that we can 

collect data [to support catchment  

restoration] and at the same time 

train and motivate young 

professionals.  

The field trip was a success.ȱ 

- Dieter Van den Broeck 
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When ecosystem services, community music festivals and celebrities combine...When ecosystem services, community music festivals and celebrities combine...  

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ ɍȬ4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȭ ÉÎɎ ÐÕÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÉÓ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔȢ                                                                                                                                                           

%ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÇÅÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ΄Ó ÈÕÇÅÌÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÒÅÉÎÆÏÒÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÄÅÁȢȱ    - Prof. Stuart Pimm  
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Greening in GrahamstownGreening in GrahamstownGreening in Grahamstown 

Ceremonial tree-planting at the SAARMSTE 

Conference. Climate-Culture helped    

�ƒ�–�–�‡�•�†�‡�‡�•�����î�‰�”�‡�‡�•�ï���–�Š�‡�‹�”���…�ƒ�”�„�‘�•���ˆ�‘�‘�–�’�”�‹�•�–�ä 

Grahamstown (SA): EÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȭÓ 

Climate-#ÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ȬÇÒÅÅÎȭ 

the 2009 SAARMSTE Conference. And, in 

doing so, set a great precedent for future 

(scientific / academic) conferences world-

wide with a dedicated effort to face real 

questions and issues related to environ-

mental sustainability. As hosts of the 

conference,  the Rhodes University Educa-

tion Department delivered on their com-

ÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ȬÇÒÅÅÎȭ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÙ 

actively seeking creative ways to reduce 

their ecological footprint.  The conference 

organisers focused on the following 

themes: travel, contribution to ecosystems 

and community, waste, food and drink, 

water, and energy.  Each theme aimed to 

raise awareness and stimulate debate 

about what we can do individually and/or 

collectively through focused environ-

mental education & awareness initiatives. 

Climate-Culture (part of the broader 

eyes4earth social marketing programme) 

was engaged to assist with the conference 

greening by coordinating calculations of 

ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÅÓȭ  ȬÃÁÒÂÏÎ ÆÏÏÔÐÒÉÎÔÓȭȢ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉȤ

pants were then given the opportunity to 

compensate for their travel footprint by 

investing in trees which will be planted in 

ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ȬÃÁÐÔÕÒÅȭ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ 

created by attending the 2009 conference. 

More importantly, this tree-planting also 

ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ȬÌÉÖÉÎÇȭ ÌÁÎÄȤ

scapes through improved vegetation 

cover. This in turn supports the delivery of 

ȬÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÓÏÉÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒ 

retention. Overall, conference delegates 

donated 2650 Rand which will contribute 

to the planting of an estimated 2945 

square metres of subtropical thicket in the 

Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve. Updates will 

be provided at http://eyes4earth.org . 

The conference greening team drew on 

research undertaken by the Restoration 

Research Group (R3G) and the Subtropical 

Thicket Restoration Programme (STRP)  to 

establish how many spekboom should be 

planted in order to compensate travel CO2 

emissions. The STRP is assessing the most 

cost-efficient way to restore ecologically 

degraded landscapes, while enabling 

employment & skills development in rural 

communities. The Department of Water 

Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) and Gamtoos 

Irrigation Board (GIB) generously donated 

100 subtropical thicket shrubs. 30 of these 

trees will be donated to The Safety Zone: a 

centre providing a safe haven and foster 

care for children in need. The other 70 

ÔÒÅÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȬÔÒÅÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇȭ 

ceremony on Rhodes University grounds 

ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÌ ȬÇÒÅÅÎ ÃÏÒÒÉÄÏÒÓȭȢ  

Click here to see a short highlights  video. 

TÈÉÓ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÖÅÁÌÉÎÇ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ  ÉÓ 

inspired by a snake-handling course which 

a few of PRESENCE students  & facilitators 

completed last week. Since the last news-

letter, residents at the PRESENCE Learning 

Village (Kouga Dam) have been witness to 

cobras in the hallway & vegetable garden, 

button spiders in the kitchen, scorpions in 

the shower, baboons outside the lounge 

windows and other random encounters. In 

ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÙ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ȬÂÒÁÁÉȭ ÏÒ 

!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ȬÂÁÒÂÉÅȭ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÆÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 

sometimes inexplicable stories of wildlife 

encounters  which defy descriptionɂ one 

wonders how such events can conspire.  

During the SANDULA snake handling 

course, participants learnt not only practi-

cal skills but also were exposed to an array 

of stories and anecdotes which induce 

renewed wonder and respect for the 

wildlife around us. But also warning signs: 

Our urban suburbia spread is attracting an 

increasing amount of (venomous) snakes 

as well as turning nocturnal snakes to 

diurnal due to the presence of roads which 

certain species utilise to generate  extra 

heat/energy to sustain (hunting) activity. 

Finally, practical experience during the 

course showed participants  how snakes 

respond to human fear & other impulses. 

3. processes (a unique insight into behind-

the-scenes activities linked to restoration). 

- Establishing small-scale sustainable 

building facilities to accommodate day 

ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȭ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 

6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȭ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÔÁÎÉÃÁÌ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ 

be an ideal educational tourism destination 

since the area is situated at the gateway 

into the Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve. 

- Training existing teams contracted 

through Working for Water to set-up 

sustainable micro-enterprises based on 

learned skills in horticulture, restoration 

and cultivation (e.g. cut flowers, thatching 

reed, medicinal plants, native foods). 

Kouga Dam (SA): There are a number of 

exciting opportunities to optimise the 

facilities available at Kouga Dam. The most 

immediate is to be able to effectively 

integrate the existing horticultural Work-

ing for Woodlands restoration nursery 

with the surrounding  areas (e.g. student 

housing) to seamlessly create a true 

Ȭɉ02%3%.#%Ɋ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȭȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 

ÂÁÓÅÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅÓ ÏÆ ȬÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȭȟ 

ȬÃÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔ ÏÆȡ  

-  Indigenous botanical gardens within and 

around the existing nursery & residential 

areas which showcase: 1. ecological impor-

tance of local vegetation types; 2. cultural 

uses (e.g. medicinal/nutritional plants); and 

- Providing educational opportunities and 

facilities to showcase local biodiversity and 

landscape restoration efforts for a range 

of target audiences: local communities, 

school children, tourists, managers & 

implementers, students  and researchers. 

Whilst funding is still being sought to 

realise these ambitions, planning is already 

underway. PRESENCE is currently hosting 

two landscape architecture students ɂ 

Sander van Overmeire & Roeland Pullenɂ 

from HAS Den Bosch (The Netherlands). 

Together with nursery manager  Victoria 

Willman, they are drawing up detailed 

designs from which big things can grow... 
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ClimateClimate--Culture assists SAARSMTE Conference in reducing ecological footprintCulture assists SAARSMTE Conference in reducing ecological footprint  
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PoetryPoetry    PiecePiece  

Revealing Research presents snippets of information less mainstreamed & more challenging  to the reader. 

Revealing Research:                                         Revealing Research:                                         Revealing Research:                                         

Snakes alive & other animal encountersSnakes alive & other animal encountersSnakes alive & other animal encounters   

 
 
 

Emerging from the night 
with your soul shining bright 
I gaze toward distant stars 

your presence near yet still far 
two blazing streaks across the sky 
ÍÁÔÃÈÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÍÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ Á ȬÈÉȭ 
so thanks for the splendid show 

only you and I will know 
does your soul ever weep 
during hours that I sleep 

 ÄÒÅÁÍÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÍÅÅÔ 
next to you: in the best seat. 

 

                        - m@z 

Top: Existing area inventory design of Kouga Dam 

Village as seen from above (R. Pullen);                      

Bottom:  Photo of  Kouga Dam Nursery & facilities 


